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Master Plan Leads to Major Transportation Project
By Al Copp, Master Plan
Implementation Team
Leader

Implementation
Team has
been working
with the DOT,
establishing which
improvements can
be included in the
project. That list is
now complete and
is being evaluated
for engineering
feasibility by a
consulting engineer.

Imagine this: you’re on
Roland Avenue driving
north on smooth, new
pavement past M&T
Bank at 8:15 in the
morning on a school
day and, lo and behold,
you look ahead and see
a clear travel lane past
the schools all the way
to Northern Parkway.
High on the
Or this: you’re crossing
list of elements
Cold Spring Lane
requested by
from the Roland
Roland Park are the
Park Bagel Company
“complete streets”
to the Evergreen
improvements—
Café on a crosswalk,
those designed
clearly marked by
“with all users in
well-designed special
mind, including
pavement, a distance
bicyclists, public
of 20 feet instead of
transportation
40, with traffic slowed
vehicles and riders,
to the speed limit. The
and pedestrians
Greater Roland Park
of all ages and
Master Plan, which
abilities” (National
was approved by the
Complete streets improvements at the intersection of Cold Spring Lane (running horizontally)
Complete
Streets
Baltimore City Planning and Schenley Road (running vertically) will include curb extensions and special crosswalk pavCoalition,
www.
ing.
Rendering:
Joel
Fidler
Commission last year,
completestreets.
called for these and
org)—contained in the
number of similar street improvements to make the
Master Plan. Curb extensions and special crosswalk
community more walkable and bikeable, and now
paving at Deepdene,
the Master Plan
Wyndhurst, Upland
Implementation
and Oakdale are
“It’s an amazing project that will transform the community
Team, a
included, as are new
by improving safety and traffic flow. For schools, the safety
committee of the
benches, bike racks
of
our
students
is
critical.
For
Bryn
Mawr,
Northern
Parkway
Roland Park Civic
and trash/recycling
has become our main entrance. For it to become safer for
League (RPCL),
containers at various
everyone
is
significant.
We
are
thrilled
this
project
is
moving
is making these
locations, and a special
forward.”
improvements
crosswalk in the
happen.
middle of the block
Nancy Ferrell, Director and Trustee, The Bryn Mawr School
The Baltimore
at Elmhurst Nursery
City Department
School at 4023
of Transportation
Roland Avenue. Other
(DOT) is designing a major street resurfacing
requested improvements include curb extensions and
project—estimated to cost $3.5 million—for Roland
special crosswalk paving across Wyndhurst Avenue at
Avenue from Northern Parkway to Cold Spring
Lawndale and Wilmslow roads and across Cold Spring
Lane. For the past several months, the Master Plan
Lane at Schenley Road. If the budget allows,
Continued on page 16

Hidden Treasure Opens in All Its Glory
By Nancy Worden Horst, Secretary, Robert E. Lee Park Nature Council

Baltimore County
Executive Kevin
Kamenetz and Baltimore
City Mayor Stephanie
Rawlings-Blake were all
smiles as they jointly cut
the ribbon to formally
re-open Robert E. Lee
Park on October 14.
The park has been
undergoing extensive
restoration since
2009, when Baltimore
County took over its
management from
Baltimore City.
According to Kamenetz,
Lake Roland National
Historic District and the
park had fallen
into disrepair.
“Like so many good
things that happen
in our region, its

revival began with a group of concerned citizens. Aided by the
Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland Area Improvement Association,
a partnership among
the County, the City,
and the State developed
to revive this local
treasure,” explained
Kamenetz.
Rawlings-Blake called
the park “a hidden
treasure for city and
county residents alike.”

Renovation projects
include a new bridge
spanning Jones Falls, a
paved footpath leading
to the site of Acorn Hill,
a proposed children’s
natural play area and a
pedestrian boardwalk
connecting the light
rail station parking
lot to the park. Paw
RELPNC President Peter Maloney, Treasurer Jeffrey Budnitz, Baltimore County Recreation and Parks Director Barry Williams, County
Point, a 1.5-acre offExecutive Kevin Kamenetz, Baltimore City Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake, Baltimore County Councilwoman Vicki Almond and a representative from Councilman John Olszewski’s office attend the ribbon-cutting ceremony. Photo: Siobhan O’Brien Photography (www.obrienseye.com) leash, membership-only
dog park, has been
completed and is being
administered by a group of volunteers. Entrances to the park are
on Lakeside Drive off Falls Road and from the Falls Road Maryland
Transit Administration parking lot.

Want to Get Involved?
RELPNC meets at 6:30 p.m. on the third Wednesday
of each month in the Jefferson Building at 105 West
Chesapeake Avenue in Towson. Our meetings are open to
the public, so please join us. Can’t make a meeting? Contact
Nancy Worden Horst, Secretary, to be matched with a
committee or group that shares your particular interest.

Baltimore County is supplying on-site rangers from dawn to dusk
year-round to provide nature and environmental programs for
children and adults, and to ensure that dogs are leashed at all times
everywhere in the park except for Paw Point. In addition, various
groups that have long used the park are busy planning tours and
programs. These groups include the Baltimore Bird Club, canoe
and kayak enthusiasts, garden clubs, bikers, hikers and runners,
and those interested in native flora and fauna
The all-volunteer Robert E. Lee Park Nature Council (RELPNC)
welcomed more than 700 people to its own opening celebration
October 15, a picture-perfect autumn day. Moms, dads and
children on bikes and in strollers enjoyed making crafts and
dancing, and seeing owls, a hawk and turtles. Hikers, bikers,
walkers, birders and history buffs took tours and explored. And
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Book Nook, Jr.

after something in our own world—something that only human
children possess.

From the Staff at The Children’s Bookstore

Grandpa Green by Lane Smith. In this beautiful and enigmatic
picture book, Lane Smith explores aging, memory and the
bonds of family history and love. Grandpa Green wasn’t always
a gardener. He was a farm boy and a kid with chickenpox and a
soldier and
a husband
and, most of
all, an artist.
He created
a fantastic
world where
his greatgrandson
can discover
memories
handed down
in the fanciful
shapes of
topiary trees
and where
things forgotten can be recreated by imagination. �

Darwen Arkwright and the
Peregrine Pact by A.J. Hartley.
After moving to Atlanta, GA,
from a small town in England,
Darwen Arkwright finds life
stranger than he could ever
have expected. Through the old
mirror hanging in his closet,
he discovers another world—a
world full of wonders and
dangers and strange creatures,
including Scrobblers, which
ride on motorbikes with nets
big enough to hold a human
boy; Gnashers, which have no
eyes and monstrous mouths
full of teeth; and Flittercrakes,
which have bat-like bodies
and the faces of men. Darwen
and his new friends, Rich and
Alexandra, explore the strange
world and soon realize that the creatures of the mirror world are

Hidden Treasure Opens

Ranger Laura Soder shows off a barred owl. Photo: Nettie Washburn

there were all kinds of dogs—all on leashes—walking with their
owners to Paw Point for a romp or a swim.
RELPNC is dedicated to stewardship of the park and cooperates
with the Department of Recreation and Parks in planning
recreational and educational programs and activities. Non-profit
501(c)(3) status for RELPNC is pending. For more information,
visit RELPNC.org or PawPoint.org. �
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