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Too Many Riders for One House
by Joseph M. Coale

An observant reader of this newsletter pointed out
there have been numerous references to “Rider
houses” in recent editions. This is true. There have
been numerous Rider houses because the family
was as successful in producing offspring as they
were in business
and politics. When
Edward Rider,
Sr. and his wife,
Rachael Gorsuch,
moved here in
1827, their young
family occupied a
pre-Revolutionary
stone farmhouse
that still stands
on the north side
of Joppa Road
between the light
rail bridge and
Rider Avenue.
1743 grist mill known as Haile’s Mill Land
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Although not an
imposing structure,
its interest lies in
its antiquity and early American
vernacular character. Its history
gives it life and value today.
Rider acquired the house and
surrounding 140 acres from
Charles Ridgely of William who had
purchased the property in 1780 for
the grist mill that was situated on
what is now the northwest corner
of Thornton and Joppa Roads. The
mill had been constructed in 1743
by Nicholas Haile and is referred to
Rebecca McConkey Rider
nd
in the historic record as Haile’s Mill
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Historic Society
Land (see photograph above).
By 1832 everything was in place for
Mr. Rider to become a very rich man—the railroad
ran through his farm, Joppa Road was a main
county thoroughfare, the Bellona Gunpowder Mills
was located just to the south and he owned the
active mill site. Soon he purchased another farm
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to the north, naming it Thornton, where he built
a handsome county estate house. As contiguous
properties became available, he bought them too.
Edward Rider, Sr. had 12 children and he liked
having them close by. Most were given property or
purchased land from their benevolent father so they
could enjoy the family’s success and
status in the local community—small
lots for the ladies and farms for the
gentlemen.
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In 1845 Edward Rider, Sr. purchased a
250 acre farm to the south and later sold
it to his oldest son Edward Rider, Jr.
and bride, Rebecca McConkey. Granted
in 1694 as Young Man’s Adventure this
property was renamed Malvern (see
photo on p. 22). Locust Avenue was
the entrance to the farm house located
at the top of the hill. The center of
the farm was roughly where Graul’s is
today. Unfortunately, it burned down in
December of 1910.
Daughter Elizabeth and her husband, Dr. John
Stevenson, inherited the Thornton estate at her
father’s death in 1876. The property is shown on
Continued on page 22
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It’s Toad Time
Again!
Last summer, we wrote about an annual
toad migration that takes place from
Ruxton to Lake Roland. We revealed that
heroic volunteers help them survive a
nighttime hop as they cross a minefield
of human-made barriers. Want to join the
13th annual Toad Rescue? They first begin
to head to the lake on the first rainy night
following the first warm spell in spring.
That day there is frantic texting, emailing
and phone calling to volunteers. So, be
ready to hop on over! Gather your ‘wellies,’
flashlights, reflective raingear and buckets,
then email ProjectToadFerry@verizon.net
for more info. Don’t delay – they’re hoppin’
to go any day now!

Toads in Ruxton
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Robert E. Lee Park
Nature Council Update

Acting Out in the
Neighborhood

As the Robert E. Lee Park Nature Council begins its first year,
officers and volunteers continue to meet as committees to
discuss topics such as: a ‘natural’ children’s playground; how
to protect fragile serpentine barrens; canoeing and kayaking;
a ‘jump park’ for bikers; and the off-leash dog park in order to
ensure equitability for the various patrons for the park. Members
of the Nature Council are privileged to work with Baltimore

The Woodbrook Players

County Department of Recreation and Parks’ Beahta Davis who
has been assigned to the council. The park is due to open in late
summer or early fall of this year when the bridge and boardwalk
are complete.
Want to learn more about the park or volunteer for one of the
planned activities? Contact releepark-rp@baltimorecountymd.
gov or call 410-887-4156.
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Brown Memorial Woodbrook Presbyterian Church is home to
a small but hardy theater company known as The Woodbrook
Players. The majority of the actors come from the congregation
and the choir but they welcome all fellow thespians. Testament
to their professionalism and dedication is the fact that several
members have moved elsewhere in the country but return each
season to perform!
The players present either one
act plays or excerpts from
longer plays. In the past,
they have performed works
from Wilder, Albee, Thurber
and Shakespeare. They have
also staged works by local
playwrights such as fellow
church member John DePrine
and Loyola College professor
Steven Vicchio. The upcoming
ticketed spring performance will
be
“Steel Magnolias” to be held May 6, 7, 13, 14 and 15 at 3 p.m.
at the Church (corner of Charles Street and Woodbrook Lane). The
community is invited to join the players—either on the stage or
in the audience! Visit www.bmwpc.org or call 410-727-7232 for
further information.

