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School accountability is lacking
SUN INVESTIGATES

Critics of Baltimore board
have little recourse after
secret search for new CEO
By Liz Bowie

The Baltimore Sun

When the Baltimore school board
revealed this month that it had secretly
hired a new CEO, city and state officials
were incensed that the panel had circumvented a process that would have given

them and the public a say.
But they have little recourse beyond
airing their grievances.
For two decades, the city’s school board
has been jointly appointed by the governor
and the mayor, but it answers to neither.
The board acts independently, setting
rules and regulations while relying on the
state and city for funding.
“Nobody is accountable for the school
system,” said state Sen. Catherine E. Pugh,
the Democratic nominee for mayor, who is
among those who have argued that the
mayor should have greater control over
city schools.
Oversight is limited. The State Board of
Education can overturn a local school

board decision but seldom does. City board
members, who serve three-year terms, can
be unseated only for reasons such as
misconduct, incompetence or willful neglect of duty. The role of the board’s ethics
panel is narrowly defined to examining
possible conflicts of interest.
Outcry over the CEO search has stoked
debate over who should control the
Baltimore school system and whether
stronger accountability is needed. Public
officials have renewed calls for more
school board members to be elected and
for city government to have more control
over the board.
The board hired Sonja Santelises, a
See SCHOOL BOARD, page 13

State Sen. Catherine E. Pugh, at left,
still leads former
Mayor Sheila Dixon
by about 2,400
votes in Baltimore’s
Democratic mayoral
primary.

ELECTION 2016

Vote
results
OK’d
again

Timetable begins for
recounts, challenges
to Baltimore primary
By Ian Duncan

The Baltimore Sun
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Tammy Johnson, right, loads her car with the help of her daughter, Teairra Hill, at the soon-to-close Mars store on Northern Parkway.

Mars Super Markets will
close all stores July 31
Family-owned chain faced declining sales, increased competition
By Lorraine Mirabella
The Baltimore Sun

Mars Super Markets, a family-owned
fixture in Baltimore’s grocery landscape
since the 1940s, will close its stores this
summer, laying off hundreds of employees
amid declining sales and intense competition.

While Weis Markets agreed this week to
buy five of the chain’s 13 stores, the eight
remaining stores will close July 31, Rosedale-based Mars said Wednesday.
“As you all know, the company has been
struggling with declining sales for several
years,” Chris D’Anna, Mars chairman and
CEO, wrote in a memo to employees
obtained Wednesday by The Baltimore

Sun. “We have tried cutting costs everywhere we can while preserving jobs and
benefits, but it has not been enough.”
Competition is cutthroat in the razorthin margin world of grocery sales, and
analysts say Mars struggled to keep up
with emerging trends.
“The industry has changed so much
See MARS, page 13

Dozens of bills
await Hogan’s
decision as
deadline nears

SUMMARY
OF THE NEWS
NATION
CLINTON EMAILS: The
State Department’s inspector general has issued a highly critical
analysis of Hillary Clinton’s email practices
while running the department, concluding
that she failed to seek
legal approval for her use of a private email
server and failed to comply with department
policies. NEWS PG 10

Governor must veto them
or let them become law
By Michael Dresser
The Baltimore Sun

TRANSGENDER ISSUE: Texas and 10 other

states are suing the Obama administration
over a federal directive to U.S. schools to let
transgender students use the bathrooms and
locker rooms that match their gender identity. NEWS PG 4

MARYLAND
MOSBY SUED: Sgt. Alicia White and Officer
William Porter, who are facing charges of
involuntary manslaughter in the death of
Freddie Gray, are suing Baltimore State’s
Attorney Marilyn Mosby, alleging defamation and invasion of privacy. NEWS PG 2

TODAY’S WEATHER
PARTLY SUNNY

88 66
HIGH

LOW

Partly sunny Friday SPORTS PG 12
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Baltimore’s elections board recertified
the results of the April primary election
Wednesday after an unusual intervention
by state officials. The updated vote totals
didn’t change the outcome of any race.
Any candidate who wants a recount now
has three days to make a request. Anyone
who wants to challenge the outcome of the
race in court has seven days to file papers.
State officials ordered Baltimore’s election results decertified this month after city
officials said they found 80 provisional
ballots that had not been analyzed.
The state review, which lasted more than
a week, turned up other problems: Officials
concluded that roughly 1,650 ballots were
not handled properly.
The last step before finalizing the figures
was analyzing 555 uncounted provisional
ballots that state officials said had not been
analyzed or counted. Officials had previously said they thought 465 provisional
ballots had been overlooked.
On Wednesday, 386 of the ballots were
rejected, city elections director Armstead
B.C. Jones Sr. said. While there were several
close races in Baltimore, the 169 that were
counted were not enough to make a
difference in any race.
The newly discovered ballots helped
former Mayor Sheila Dixon close the gap on
See ELECTION, page 13
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Trout enthusiast Jim Gracie, right center, whose company, Brightwater Inc., designed the
restoration plan, meets with project partners along the Jones Falls in Brooklandville.

Jones Falls restoration project
to improve habitat, curb runoff
By Scott Dance
The Baltimore Sun

In a forested section of the Jones Falls
just north of the city line, moss covers a
steep incline beside the stream.
A closer look reveals that the bank is not
natural. It’s concrete, put there more than
30 years ago to help prevent flooding.
While it might blend into the scenery
today, environmentalists say the 800-footlong concrete stretch is a major disruption
for brown trout that thrive in upstream

portions of the Jones Falls watershed, in
Baltimore County’s Greenspring Valley.
But the stream is on track to regain a
more natural profile by the end of
summer. Advocates say a $600,000 project to remove the concrete will eliminate a
barrier that is often impassable for trout
and prevent pollutants and sediment from
passing downstream.
“There are really significant ecological
benefits,” said Carl Simon, director of
programs for Blue Water Baltimore, an
See JONES FALLS, page 9

Gov. Larry Hogan is deciding this week
whether to veto roughly 100 bills passed
during this year’s General Assembly session
that he has so far declined to sign.
He has until Saturday to either block the
measures or let them become law.
Among them is legislation intended to
protect lead paint poisoning victims against
attempts to bilk them. Another would
require the state to save money to replace a
76-year-old bridge in Southern Maryland.
Others touch on economic, education and
environmental issues. Some are duplicative
or would affect a single jurisdiction.
The governor’s office is remaining tightlipped about Hogan’s intentions, saying
some of the bills will remain under review
until Friday. Most of the unresolved bills
passed both chambers by overwhelming
margins, making it likely that the Democratic majorities in the Senate and House of
Delegates could override gubernatorial
vetoes next January.
Attorney General Brian E. Frosh will be
See BILLS, page 9
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Bills await governor’s decisions

BILLS, From page 1
among those closely watching as Hogan
makes his final decisions. He was the chief
advocate for legislation seeking to rein in
companies that offer to buy the rights to
long-term settlements won by victims in
civil suits for lump sums worth far less than
the original payout. Such deals are often
made in lead poisoning cases.
“It prevents people from being victimized twice,” Frosh said. He added that the
governor’s office had not told him why the
bill was not yet signed.
“All I can say about that bill is that it’s still
under review,” Hogan spokesman Matthew
A. Clark said.
Frosh, a Democrat, filed a lawsuit this
month against one of the state’s most active
“factoring” companies, which specialize in
buying structured settlements that extend
the payouts in civil suits over many years.
The attorney general said Access Funding LLC and its affiliates misled victims of
lead paint poisoning and other injuries,
persuading them to convert long-term
settlements to smaller immediate cash
payments. Frosh said more than 70 percent
of Access clients were victims of childhood
lead poisoning.
The lawsuit said that rather than providing those victims with independent coun-

sel, as the law requires the company to do, a
lawyer on the company’s sales team provided advice. The company targeted
“young, intellectually-impaired Marylanders, including numerous groups of
Baltimore City siblings who were exposed
to lead paint as children,” the lawsuit states.
The legislation passed this year would
require judges to review structured settlement purchases in the presence of sellers to
ensure they understand the terms. Judges
could then reject agreements they find
unfair.
Another measure that would impose
new costs on Marylanders is designed to
increase the use of renewable energy. The
bill charges utility customers extra to cover
the cost of the program.
One of the most likely bills to be vetoed is
a measure sponsored by Del. Brooke
Lierman, a Baltimore Democrat, that would
create an oversight board for the Maryland
Transit Administration. During the session,
Hogan and his allies called the bill a
politically motivated intrusion on gubernatorial powers. Proponents said more rider
input could improve service.
Another transportation measure that
Hogan could veto would require the
Maryland Transportation Authority to begin putting money aside to fund a replace-

Pending bills
Some of the roughly 100 bills Gov.
Larry Hogan must decide whether to
veto by Saturday:
Prevailing wages: Increases penalties
for violating state laws that require
contractors to pay a region’s prevailing
wage on state construction projects
Education funding: Creates a task
force to study possible revisions to
the Thornton formula for state aid to
school systems
Enoch Pratt Free Library: Mandates
the state give Baltimore $3 million a
year to extend library hours

ment for the Harry W. Nice Bridge between
Charles County and Virginia.
Transportation Secretary Pete K. Rahn
has said resurfacing could allow the bridge
to last another 30 or 40 years. Lawmakers
are insisting on nothing less than a full
replacement at an estimated cost of $1
billion.
Some bills are the subjects of organized
campaigns to persuade the governor either
to veto or let them go through.
Almost two weeks ago, two leading

Democratic lawmakers held a news conference in Annapolis urging Hogan not to veto
legislation that seeks to make higher
education more affordable. It would do so
by matching contributions to state-sponsored college savings accounts with state
grants, and providing a refundable tax
credit for student debt repayment.
Sen. Richard Madaleno of Montgomery
County and Del. Adrienne Jones of Baltimore County noted that while the bill
passed by veto-proof margins, a veto would
delay the effect of its spending mandate by a
year. “This bill encourages Marylanders to
do exactly what we want them to do — save
and go to college,” Madaleno said.
Another bill on the undecided list would
launch a study of the Chesapeake Bay’s
oyster population. Watermen opposed the
original bill, which would have put the
University of Maryland in charge of the
study. The watermen feared that a biased
review could lead to curbs on oyster
harvesting until the population bounces
back.
But after a late-session compromise that
put the Department of Natural Resources in
charge of the study, watermen aren’t
campaigning for a veto.
mdresser@baltsun.com
twitter.com/michaeltdresser

Project to restore Jones Falls, reduce runoff

JONES FALLS, From page 1
environmental group that supports the
project.
The Jones Falls restoration could be a
prototype for similar efforts to remove
paved gullies and stream beds across the
region, restoring natural filtration of stormwater runoff and habitat for aquatic creatures.
For decades, the section of the stream has
made a single eastward curve toward
Robert E. Lee Park and Lake Roland after
passing below a Jones Falls Expressway
overpass. The unnaturally wide and flat
concrete stream bed carries water through
an area that was once home to Rockland
Bleach and Dye. Repeated flooding prompted the manufacturer to move to East
Baltimore in the early 1980s.
The wide basin often keeps the stream no
more than a few inches deep. Engineers
plan to slow the flow, deepen the bed and
add natural obstacles. They will build a
winding path for the water, carrying it over
rocks and logs to create deeper pools. They
are redirecting the stream across what is
now a grassy area close to Falls Road, using
heaps of sandbags to divert the water as the
work progresses.

Trout enthusiast Jim Gracie and his
company, Brightwater Inc., designed the
project. Crews from Millersville-based engineering contractor Environmental Quality Resources are to begin work soon.
The changes could be significant for
brown trout and those who fish for them,
said Gracie, a longtime volunteer with the
Maryland chapter of Trout Unlimited, a
fisheries conservation advocacy group.
Anglers consider the species to be the
smartest and most challenging to catch of
any trout variety in the state.
The Jones Falls contains one of Maryland’s most robust populations of brown
trout, Gracie said. Its watershed stretches
across Northwest Baltimore and into central Baltimore County, in the area between
Interstates 795 and 83.
But the fish are too large to reliably pass
through the concrete section, and the
pavement also means the water can get too
warm for their liking. Environmentalists
consider thriving brown trout populations
to be an indicator of good water quality.
Brown trout are not a native species,
originally coming from Europe, and can
outcompete native brook trout because
they are larger and more resistant to

disease. They are a close relative to Atlantic
salmon, can grow about a foot long and are
found in about 80 streams across Maryland.
But brook trout have declined over the
years as the paved surfaces that come with
urban sprawl have warmed waters. Brook
trout have not been seen in the Jones Falls
since the 1990s, said Mark Staley, central
region fisheries manager for the Maryland
Department of Natural Resources.
Even though the brown trout are transplants, conservationists want to see them
succeed because self-sustaining populations of wild trout have declined drastically
since the 18th and 19th centuries.
The Jones Falls watershed is still a
hotbed for brown trout because marble and
limestone found naturally in its bed keep its
waters cool enough for the hardier species.
The continued presence of thousands of
brown trout is a promising indicator in a
watershed that, downstream, is a significant
source of pollution for Baltimore’s harbor.
“It’s very rare to have a strong trout
population that close to an urbanized area
and to have wild trout inside the Beltway,”
Staley said. “Trout and lots of urbanization
usually are mutually exclusive.”
Though it is a relatively short segment

and is upstream of the Lake Roland dam,
the removal of the concrete and the stream
restoration will help improve water quality
downstream, Simon said. Blue Water Baltimore estimates a reduction of more than
100 pounds of nitrogen runoff and 30,000
pounds of sediment each year.
State officials who approved a grant for
the project said it is a cost-effective way to
reduce pollution entering waterways
through runoff. The money comes from the
state’s Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal
Bays Trust Fund, an account established in
2008 using revenue from Maryland’s gasoline tax and rental car tax.
Organizers hope the project will one day
provide a public access point to the Jones
Falls, on the west side of Falls Road between
the I-83 overpass and Robert E. Lee Park.
Currently, there are just a few places that
trout fishermen can easily access the stream
because much of it runs through private
estates in the Greenspring Valley, Gracie
said.
“There’s virtually no public access,” he
said. “We’re hoping this can become a
public access area where people can fish.”
sdance@baltsun.com
twitter.com/ssdance
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ON-DEMAND
DRAIN CLEANING
Did you know that if you call most plumbers to unclog a drain
they’re either NOT available… or they’ll charge a huge emergency
service fee? Call Horizon Services for On-Demand Drain Cleaning.
You’ll talk to a LIVE agent, who will dispatch a technician to your
home in 2 hours or less. They’ll clean your drain for a flat-rate
price, with NO emergency fees. For fast, reliable, On-Demand
Drain Cleaning, call Horizon Services!

ON-TIME OR IT’S FREE

If We Arrive 1 Minute Late To Your
Appointment, Your Service Is 100% FREE.

UP-FRONT PRICING

The Quote We Give You Is The Price You Pay.
No Tricks, No Games, No Hidden Charges.

FULLY STOCKED TRUCKS

Our Trucks Carry 1,072 Parts So We Can Finish
The Job On The Very FIRST VISIT.

MANDATORY, ONGOING TRAINING

All Technicians Are Required To Participate In
150 Hours Of Technical Training PER YEAR.
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$25.00 OFF
ANY DRAIN CLEANING

Coupon must be presented at time of service.
May not be combined with any other offer.
Residential only. Call for details.
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$92.50 OFF
ANY PLUMBING REPAIR

Coupon must be presented at time of service.
May not be combined with any other offer.
Dispatch fee additional. Residential only.

Exp: 5/31/16 | 344318
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MD Master HVACR contractor Lic. # 47186, Master Plumber Lic. # 63739 – David Geiger.

Immediate Service
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Baltimore, Howard, Harford, Carroll,
Cecil, & Montgomery Counties
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