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RECOLLECTIONS

When the ‘Earl of Baltimore’ made his return
By Richard Gorelick
The Baltimore Sun

President Ronald Reagan celebrated
Flag Day at Fort McHenry on June 14,
1985. The president took time from a
foreign-policy speech to deliver a joking
remark to Mayor William Donald
Schaefer, who was in attendance.
“I know you are the mayor,” the
president said, “but I understand that just
the other day the ‘Earl of Baltimore’
returned to the city.”
Earl Weaver, who had retired as

TRIVIA QUESTION
What ship, loaded with 2,000
pounds of tea, was burned on Oct.
19, 1774, by angry Marylanders?
(Extra credit: What did the event
become known as?) Go to
retrobaltimore.com to submit your
answer.

manager of the Baltimore Orioles after the
1982 season, his 14th full campaign with
the club, had been coaxed out of his
Florida retirement by then-owner Edward Bennett Williams.
The Orioles were underperforming
under Joe Altobelli, who had won the
World Series with the team in 1983. The
nice-guy manager was shown the door on
June 12, 1985, after a five-game losing
streak dropped the Orioles to fourth place,
eight games off the lead. After one day
with interim manager Cal Ripken Sr.,
Weaver was back in the dugout on June14,

and back in the spotlight, where he
appeared to thrive in front of the press.
“No one needed to ask him a question,”
John Eisenberg reported in The Baltimore Sun. “Weaver, 54, simply stepped up
and, after a brief introduction from
general manager Hank Peters, started
talking. For 20 nonstop minutes.”
The Orioles finished the season in
fourth place. In1986, after they finished in
last place with a 73-89 record, Weaver
retired again. It was the only season he
had a losing record.
richard.gorelick@baltsun.com

THEN AND NOW

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS
Our Retro Baltimore blog wants to
see your old summertime pictures.
Send us your photos from those
lazy days of years past spent by the
pool, in the pool, at the beach, on
bike rides, or just playing and
relaxing outdoors. Upload your
photos at retrobaltimore.com, and
we’ll post some of our favorites on
The Baltimore Sun’s site.

BALTIMORE SUN 1931

The Falls Road bridge crossing over the Pennsylvania Railroad
tracks near Lake Roland, is under construction in 1931.

JERRY JACKSON/BALTIMORE SUN

Traffic heads north across the Falls Road bridge near Lake Roland. The original bridge was replaced in 1991.
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The Baltimore Sun is committed to providing fair and accurate coverage. Readers who have
concerns or comments are encouraged to call us at 800-829-8000.
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Got
Drugs?

20% off

SUMMER KITCHEN SALE!
*Must be on a complete kitchen remodel with both new cabinets and countertops.

QUALITY KITCHEN CABINETRY & SOLID SURFACE COUNTERTOPS
Granite • Silestone • Corian • Cambria • Quartz • and more…

Don’t risk
letting your
unwanted
or expired
drugs and
medications
get in the
wrong hands!
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Safely disposee
of them at
any Baltimoree
County policee
precinct.
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For police precinct locations and a list
of acceptable drug drop box items, visit
www.baltimorecountymd.gov/health
The prescription drug “take back” program is sponsored by the Baltimore County
Department of Heath in collaboration with the Baltimore County Police Department

