The Adventure Continues…
Welcome to Baltimore County’s Nature Quest! This 2016 addition to our
Passport booklet adds three new trails to your outdoor experience. If you
would like to see the fully revised Nature Quest Passport for 2016, you can
pick one up at listed parks or find one online at:
www.lakeroland.org/nature-quest
Just print out these pages and add them to your existing Nature Quest
passport, then record your progress by using a pencil or crayon to make a
rubbing of the trail marker located on each trail. Trail markers are mounted
on 4x4 posts and are similar to the one illustrated on the back cover. See
how many rubbings you can collect and look below for the prizes that await
you!
 All questers that complete 5 or more trails will receive a Nature Quest
prize, a Wegmans coupon redeemable for a free Wegmans product
and free admission to the Quest Fest in October.
 Questers that complete 9-13 trails will receive the prizes listed above
and be entered in raffles for a $100 Wegmans Gift Card, a free pavilion
rental at Lake Roland, a free pavilion rental at Honeygo Run Park, a
boat trip to Hart Miller Island for up to eight people, gift baskets from
Oregon Ridge Nature Center, the Center for Maryland Agriculture and
Farm Park, and Banneker Historical Park, and much more.
Prizes can be picked up at any of the parks in this passport or at the main
office located at 1114 Shawan Road, Cockeysville, MD 21030. Please call
(410) 887-4156 if you have any questions.
We hope the Nature Quest Passport provides you, your family and friends
an easy way to enjoy nature, fitness, and fun!

Red Run Stream Valley Trail
Owings Mills Recreation Office
4931 New Town Boulevard
Owings Mills, MD 21117
(410) 887-1582 ● www.leaguelineup.com/omrpc
Park Hours: Sunrise to Sunset

The Red Run Stream Valley Trail is located in Owings Mills and features both
mulch paths and paved paths suitable for wheelchairs, bicycles, or strollers.
The trail is surrounded by woods and goes directly through Soliders Delight
Natural Environmental Area.
Parking is available in two locations: along Lakeside Boulevard, and after the
intersection of Dolfield Road and Pleasant Hill Road, past the bridge.
Please Note: Nature Quest prizes and booklets cannot be picked up at this
location.
Directions: from 695, take exit 19 to merge onto I-795 N (Northwest
Expressway) toward Reisterstown/Owings Mills, then take exit 4 for Owings
Mills. Keep left at the fork, then follow signs for Owings Mills Boulevard
South and merge onto Owings Mills Boulevard. Turn right onto Lakeside
Boulevard. The Lakeside Spur of the trail will be on your right, just before
Silverbrook Lane.

Red Run Stream Valley Trail
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Red Run Stream Valley: Walnut Grove Trail
Directions: From the parking area near Red Run Boulevard, take
the path marked “Main Trail” on your map. The Nature Quest
marker can be found on the “Walnut Grove Trail Loop” sign at the
intersection of one of the Overlook paths.
GPS Coordinates: N 39.41089, W -76.80516
Length: About 0.7 miles to marker

Difficulty: Easy

Features: This is a trail with paved sections that are suitable for
bicycles and strollers. The trail runs alongside Red Run Stream, and
to the west (outside the area of your map), the trail leads toward
Soliders Delight Natural Environmental Area, which features unique
and globally rare serpentine barrens.
MAKE TRAIL MARKER RUBBING HERE

Red Run Stream Valley: Woodland Trail
Directions: From the parking area near Red Run Boulevard, take
the Main Trail to the first trail on the left (labeled “Nature Trail” on
your map). The marker is on the railing of a bridge.
GPS Coordinates: N 39.40824, W -76.8009
Length: 0.61 miles to marker

Difficulty: Easy, with hills

Features: This is a shaded trail surrounded by forest, with several
wooden bridges over Red Run Stream. There are paved and mulch
sections of this trail.
MAKE TRAIL MARKER RUBBING HERE

Fort Howard Park
9500 North Point Road
Fort Howard, MD 21052
http://www.esprec.com
Park Hours: Sunrise to Sunset

Located on the tip of the North Point peninsula in the southeastern corner of
Baltimore County, Fort Howard Park sits on a mile of waterfront at the mouth
of the Patapsco River where it empties into the Chesapeake Bay.
The park and the surrounding area are steeped in military history. In 1814, forty
ships of the British navy sailed into the Patapsco and landed an invasion force of
4500 redcoats at North Point intending to attack and burn Baltimore. American
forces met the British troops a few miles north of the present day park. That
engagement is called the Battle of North Point.
In 1899, the property where the park is located was purchased by the army and a
coast artillery installation was built. It was named Fort Howard in honor of John
Eager Howard, a Revolutionary War hero and early governor of Maryland.
By 1903, the fort housed 18 huge artillery pieces designed to protect Baltimore
from another attack by enemy ships. The hulking concrete gun batteries still
dominate the park. Visitors can climb onto the structures and learn about the
guns that were once emplaced in them from the ten historical panels that dot the
park.
In addition to its historical aspect, Fort Howard Park features covered pavilions,
playgrounds, a fishing pier, and miles of trails throughout the property.
Please Note: Nature Quest prizes and booklets cannot be picked up at this
location.
Directions: Fort Howard Park is located at the end of North Point Road. Take the
Edgemere exit off the Baltimore Beltway (695) and follow the signs to the park.

Fort Howard Park

Gun Battery Trail

INDICATES TRAIL MARKER

Fort Howard Park: Gun Battery Trail
Directions: While facing the bulletin board in the parking lot at the park, take the
paved pathway to your left. When you see the playground, continue down the pathway
to the left. The marker will be located on the Battery Clagett sign.
GPS Coordinates: N 39.19891, W -76.44037
Length: 0.5 miles to marker

Difficulty: Easy

Features: The trail at Fort Howard Park is unique in that you can access an online Do It
Yourself Tour Guide to learn about the various historical sites along the trail. Using this
QR code (also posted on the bulletin board in the park) will take you to the Friends of
Fort Howard Park website, where you can find the link to download the Tour Guide
document. Follow the directions it provides and you are off on a 1.25 mile hike through
Baltimore County history.

www.esprec.com/site/ClientSite/article/1870258

MAKE TRAIL MARKER RUBBING HERE

Hiking Tips Crossword
Make sure you are prepared for your journey through Baltimore’s parks.
Complete this crossword by figuring out the hiking tips below.
(Answers on page 9.)

ACROSS
4. Know before you go: read one of these and plan which trails to take.
6. Remember to pack these to eat on the trail.
7. “Leave No Trace” by using this kind of container for your necessities.
9. This kit should include bandages, antiseptic, and tweezers, among other supplies.
DOWN
1.
Some trails are for hiking only, but others are also for people riding these.
2. Bring this with you to stay hydrated.
3. Wear layers so that you can be prepared for any kind of ___________.
5. Know how to identify this three-leafed plant so that you can avoid it.
8. Don’t hike alone, bring one of these with you.
10. Make sure you have a pair that is comfortable and closed-toed.

Nature Quest Fest
Held Annually in October
Hold on to your Passport! If you have completed at least 5 trails, your passport is your
free admission ticket to the Nature Quest Fest held in October (date and time to be
announced by Lake Roland on www.lakeroland.org). Nature Quest Fest is an exciting
celebration and will include multiple activities such as canoeing, archery, live animals,
fishing, and more. Be sure to RSVP at one of the parks when you collect your prizes! For
more information, email lakerol-rp@baltimorecountymd.gov or call 410-887-4156.

Nature Quest Fest Activity Checklist

CANOEING

FOOD & DRINK

GAMES

LIVE ANIMALS

RAFFLE

FACE PAINTING & CRAFTS

Crossword Answers: 1. Bikes 2. Water 3. Weather 4. Trail map 5. Poison Ivy 6. Snacks 7. Reusable 8. Buddy 9. First Aid 10. Shoes

