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Taking a Ride Down Charles Street
by Barbara Guarnieri

Did you know that
Charles Street is one
of the oldest roads
in the country? It is
also one of only four
urban streets to be
awarded the National
Scenic Byway designation (2009)!
Charles Street started
life as Forest Street,
a primitive wagon
path connecting
vacant lots along the
inner basin of a 1732
plan for Baltimore
Town. By the turn
of the 20th century it had become
what local historian
John McGrain titled
‘Baltimore’s Artery of
Elegance.’ Sometime
in the mid-18th century, the street was
renamed to honor
Charles Calvert, Fifth
Baron of Baltimore
and Maryland’s third
royal governor (172151).

INSIDE

For many years,
the end point
of a ride to the
country was the
Bellona Gunpowder Mills
entrance (now
Bellona Avenue).
A dirt service
road called
Charles Street
Avenue ran north
from the mills
on the edge of
the Sheppard
Asylum (1861),
A 1752 sketch of Baltimore Town with Charles Street along the shoreline
Photo courtesy Baltimore Historical Society
then a Bowen
family farm
(site of an 18th century grist mill, parts
of which can still be seen near Bellona)
and continued to an even more rustic lane
known as ‘Charles Street Avenue Extended’
up to Joppa Road. In an 1898 map this
northern neighborhood is labeled Kalmia
Park. Property owners in the Kalmia area
included Henry Imwold (Dolce Donum, now
Pickersgill), Charles Weir (Hawthornden,
now 602 Chestnut Avenue), James Boyce
A horse drawn ‘omnibus’ of passengers on
(Chestnut Summit, now the Blakehurst
Charles Street in 1885
Photo courtesy Baltimore Historical Society
retirement community), Mrs. George Abell
(Ridge Mansion in Sherwood Park, now

As tobacco commerce and the local population grew
in the port city, Charles Street assumed a greater
role in civic life. By 1900 it was home to an awardwinning newspaper, a famous conservatory, two
prominent museums, a stately railway station, a large
university, two colleges, handsome houses of worship, widely respected theaters, impressive banking
and brokerage institutions, elegant department and
specialty stores and several luxury hotels. In-town
neighborhoods of elegant brick and brownstone
row homes and uptown country estates, owned or
frequented by gilded-age barons, graced the popular street. Well-planned green spaces adorned with
patriotic monuments enlivened small city parks and
offered respite for a stroll. It is not surprising that
Charles Street became a most beloved route for a
horse or carriage ride.
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circa 1900 Photo Baltimore Historical Society
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Holiday Party in the Woods
Owen Rouse give his list to Santa

Photo courtesy Owen Rouse

Another successful Holiday Party in the Woods!

Photo courtesy Shannon Putman

by Shannon Putman

Unlike some years, Mother Nature cooperated this past December
and allowed for neighborhood revelers of all ages to gather in
celebration of the holiday season. The long-established festivities were held at the Lake Roland Meadow (old rugby field) off
of L’Hirondelle Club Road. The highlight of the evening was the
spectacular bonfire manned by Owen Knott and Mike Barta, both
of whom have perfected their pyrotechnical skills over the years.
As tradition would have it, Mark McGrath loaned his beautiful
baritone voice to lead neighbors in well-known songs of holiday
cheer. The RRLRAIA provided freshly grilled hotdogs and hot
cocoa to fill bellies with
warmth on the cold,
winter afternoon. To
the excitement of our
younger attendees,
Santa made a special
appearance in order
to receive last minute
Christmas wishes and
to confirm the status of
good behavior. Special
thanks to Jamie Cahn
for delivering Santa in
style with sirens and
Jack Nuermberger welcomes Santa to the
bells in an off-road fire
festivities

Photos courtesy Shannon Putman

The Bartas enjoy another great family
tradition! Photo courtesy Shannon Putman
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Eric Nuermberger and his son,
Sam, enjoy the afternoon
Photo courtesy Shannon Putman

The afternoon begins!

Photo courtesy Shannon Putman

truck capable of making its way along the muddy trail.
This event could not take place without the support of several surrounding establishments. Our thanks to Graul’s which generously
donated a tray of sugar cookies and several gallons of cider, while
L’Hirondelle Club provided hot water and coolers for the cocoa. We
owe a big thank you to the rangers at Lake Roland for mowing the
field and helping maintain fire safety. Finally, Tom Mooney made
his annual appearance incognito, bringing smiles to everyone’s
faces. The Holiday Party in the Woods is a beloved event enjoyed
by generations of friends and neighbors. Let’s hope Mother Nature
continues to work with us next season to allow for this traditional
holiday festivity to take place!

The evening is complete now that cocoa is poured and songs are
sung by the fire Photo courtesy Shannon Putman

Street / Stream Clean Efforts –
Who Knows What You’ll Find!
by Courtney Middelton

This past November, a crew
of volunteers teamed up with
RRLRAIA Board members and
Blue Water Baltimore for the
semi-annual street and stream
clean effort. While the mission
is always the same – to clean
up as much trash and debris
as possible – the outcome is,
entertainingly, always a bit
different.
The morning yielded 30 bags of
trash, which equates to about
600 pounds. The ‘entertaining’
part of the effort? Mostly items
that couldn’t necessarily fit into
the oversized trash bags, including a mattress pulled from
the water by volunteers from
Ruxton House – The Retreat
at Sheppard Pratt and several

Left to right: Ruxton House professionals Beth Gylan, Dr. Miles
Quaytman, Paul Richardson and Karen McGovern.
Photo courtesy Melissa Flanders

Ruxton House occupational therapist
Melissa Flanders Photo courtesy Melissa Flanders

framed paintings strewn along the roadside. Unfortunately, there
always seems to be an abundance of Styrofoam™ scattered along
the roads and waterways as well.
Please join us on Saturday, May 12, for our next street/stream
clean effort. Details can be found on rrlraia.org.

At Hunt’s Church Preschool, teachers are the heart of an exceptional
educational program for children ages 2-4. Children learn to love school
while feeling safe, secure and loved as they explore their world.
Girls and boys explore math, science, and technology (STEM)
within the classroom. They also develop skills in reading readiness,
language development, music, art, and physical education.
Hunt’s Church Preschool is convenient to Ruxton,Towson, Riderwood
and La
Lake Roland. We oﬀer a diverse community grounded in values and
traditions. Young children ﬂourish in a safe, clean, and inviting space
where teachers are always ready with a smile and a hug.

Visit www.HuntsChurchPreschool.com
Enrolling now for the 2018-2019 school year!
For a guaranteed spot, register now. For a tour of this amazing
preschool, contact Kelley Unger or Laura Roche at 410-296-3500 or
Huntschurchpreschool@gmail.com.
Hunt’s Church Preschool
1912 Old Court Road, Towson, MD 21204
www.HuntsChurchPreschool.com
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What are Neonicotinoids – and why is it important
that we rid our gardens of them?
by Gay Wagner

Until being asked to write about this subject, I had never heard of
a neonicotinoid, or ‘neonic’ for short. It sounded like something to
do with premature babies (I’m hoping that
made a few master gardeners chuckle). Even
though my husband and I love to garden,
the subject has never come up. In doing
research for this article, I have learned quite
a bit about these commonly used pesticides. Now that I am educated and honestly
alarmed, I thought it would be a good idea
to share this knowledge and information
with my neighbors.
Neonicotinoids are a group of insecticides used on commercial
farms and around our homes and community landscapes. First
introduced in the 1990s, they quickly became the fastest growing
and most heavily used class of insecticides in the United States.
There are seven different neonicotinoids: acetamiprid, dinotefuren,
clothianidrin, nitenpyram, thiacloprid, thiamethoxam and, the
most common, imidacloprid. Bayer, well-known to consumers for
its lifesaving aspirin, invented imidacloprid and sells most of the
products containing the substance.
Not all pesticides are bad and we all know that keeping bugs off
our plants is important. The problem with neonics is that they are
systemic pesticides which means they are absorbed by the plant
tissues and expressed in all parts of the plant including the stems,
leaves, flowers, nectar and pollen. Here is where the real problem
begins. While these pesticides are doing a good job of killing
insects, they also have a negative impact on the birds, butterflies
and bees that visit plants and pollinate our food supply.
In 2015 it was reported that Maryland beekeepers lost as much as
61% of their hives. That is roughly twice the national average and
far more than is typical in any given year. A study conducted by
the Task Force of Systemic Pesticides a year earlier concluded that
neonics were a key factor in the recent bee decline and also harmful to other essential organisms. It is crucial that we protect these
pollinators since they are responsible for one out of every three
bites of food we eat.
While there is much controversy around neonics’ direct link to
the decline in local bee hives, much of the argument surrounds
proper application and concentration of the product. It is believed
that consumers are using higher concentrations of the pesticide
in order to achieve better results. This then leads to higher doses
than necessary passing through to the bee which can be harmful,
if not deadly. Additionally, we all know that, as a Chesapeake Bay
watershed state, what goes into the earth also finds its way into
the Bay. It has been suggested that neonics harm aquatic life and
have been linked to the death of molting blue crabs. More research
is underway to understand the impact these insecticides may also
have on the human nervous system.
The good news is that something has been done about it. In May
2016, The Pollinator Protection Act was passed which prohibited

the sale and use of neonicotinoid pesticides in Maryland beginning January 1, 2018. Large retailers such as Home Depot and
Lowes, as well as smaller nurseries, may no longer sell pesticides
containing neonics; all products should
have been removed from shelves before
January 1st. While the insecticide sprays
may be gone, people may not realize that
the plants they purchase from these same
stores may contain neonics. Retailers may
purchase their plants, shrubs, annuals and
perennials from large growers who fall
under different laws and jurisdictions and,
therefore, treat their plants with these
insecticides. Lowes and Home Depot currently label their plants
that have been treated with neonicotinoids but it is typically in
very small print and hard to find on the plant tag. While Home Depot has agreed to phase out all plants treated with neonics, it will
be up to the consumer to be proactive when buying plants. These
plants have not been banned so ask questions of nursery staff to
find out if the plants have been treated. Meanwhile, check those
pesticide bottles on your shelves for neonics and consider replacing them with more earth-friendly products.

The world needs what our
children can do.

First Look

@ FRIENDS
Wednesday
April 18
9 to 11 am

410.649.3211 • www.friendsbalt.org/admission
A C O E D I N D E P E N D E N T P R E - K- 1 2 S C H O O L
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by Nancy Worden Horst

The peacefulness of Lake Roland in winter – the sun glistening
and reflecting off the ice, the lovely vistas visible through the
bare tree branches and the calls of birds
and gentle honks of geese talking to each
other – is always restorative.
But things at the Park are never at a
standstill. To paraphrase Michael Caine,
Park volunteers and staff are like ducks
– calm on the surface, but paddling like
the dickens underneath. They are working
on clearing trails, providing assistance to
some of the thousands of Park visitors,
planning programs for Nature Camp and
Nature Quest, Mud Day, kayak outings and
preparing for the Spring Wildflower Walk
(Saturday, April 28, at 10 a.m.) to name
just a few of the many activities hosted by
Park staff and volunteers.

Photo courtesy Courtney Middelton

The much-anticipated spring and autumn Native Plant Sales are
scheduled for Saturday, May 5, and Saturday, September 15. These
sales are curated events that include indigenous plants and shrubs
carefully chosen for their hardiness and adaptability in our Piedmont landscape.

Plans are underway for landscaping the area around the Nature
Center with native plants, shrubs and trees. Keep an eye on
lakeroland.org for details. In addition, the Lake Roland Nature
Council’s intrepid environmental committee continues its work
on a portion of the fragile serpentine barrens area in Bare Hills
to restore it to its original prairie-like configuration. This landscape includes rocky grasslands dotted with a number of rare or
endangered plants, including fameflower (Phemeranthus teretifolius), whorled milkweed (Asclepias verticillata), Serpentine
chickweed (Cerastium velutinum), witch grass (Panicum capillare),
green milkweed (Asclepias viridiflora) and little bluestem grass
(Schizachyrium scoparium). In addition, there are two gerardias (Agalinis purpurea and Agalinis tenuifolia) and small white
boneset (Ageratina aromatic) seen in the barrens. The lyre-leafed
rockcress (Arabidopsis lyrata) is the host plant for the Falcate
Orangetip (Anthocharis midea), an uncommon butterfly.
The greenish serpentinite rock that snakes through the area once
yielded the first chromite ore in the United States. Indeed, this
marked the beginning of Issac Tyson’s fortune (see NeighborhoodNEWS, Winter 2010 – 2011, p. 16, “The Serpentine Barrens of Bare
Hills” by Jessica Paffenbarger). Periodic burning by Native Americans kept the Virginia scrub pine, black jack and post oak trees to
a minimum, allowing the land to remain a prairie-like grassland.

The long-range vision for the serpentine barrens in Lake Roland
includes plans to clear a portion of the area to return to a historical grassland-like area. To that end, environmental committee
volunteers cut down some of the pines each
year, then haul them off to be chipped.
They also cut the highly invasive greenbrier
vine and miscanthus (Chinese silvergrass)
so these non-natives can be eradicated.

As for the many trails around Lake Roland,
the Trails Committee continues to work on
the Red Trail, the main trail through the
Park that leads from the dam, up the hill of
the peninsula, down the steps, across the
light rail tracks, and then mostly follows
the bed of the former Baltimore & Susquehanna Railroad line over the trestle to Falls
Road. Work includes restoration of the trail
where it is muddy and/or has washed out.
Work is also slated for the Woodbrook Trail
(aka the Pink Trail) which may mean occasional trail closures. The hard work of staff and volunteers at the
Park this winter will make a big difference in the success of spring
and summer programs and events at Lake Roland.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Ongoing activities for adults include Friday Walks in the Park, The
Nature Book Club and Yoga in the Park. Be sure to add Art on the
Trail to your calendar – enjoy sculptures created by local artists
that combine art and nature in the captivating scenery of Lake
Roland. Details for all events can be found at lakeroland.org or by
calling the Park office at 410-887-4156.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Lake Roland Events – Mark Your Calendars!

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
19

